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Abstract: Children's literature criticism arises from the dynamic interplay between theoretical

frameworks and the content of children's literary works. This reciprocal relationship implies
that theories influence the text, and the text, in turn, informs the theories. Classic
psychoanalysis, pioneered by Freud, has been intertwined with literary works from its
inception. Freud, credited as the founder of psychoanalysis, laid the groundwork for
psychoanalytic literary criticism through his exploration of psychological aspects in literary
texts (Freud, 1961: 83). When applying psychoanalytic criticism to children's literature, it
implicitly acknowledges a perpetual engagement with childhood. Jacqueline Rose (1992)
aptly describes childhood as a distinct developmental phase concluding with conscious and
logical self-awareness in adulthood. In this article, the focal point is the interplay between
theory and text, with classical psychoanalytic theory, particularly Freud's psychosexual
development terminology, serving as the theoretical framework for interpreting the selected
children’'s literary work, The Story of Ahmad and the Clock, authored by Fereshteh Ta'erpour
and illustrated by Mehrnoush Masoumian. Through a psychoanalytic lens, I aim to illustrate
how seemingly straightforward children's literature can harbor complexity and surprises in
its underlying layers. Furthermore, I intend to highlight how specific examples of children's
literature reflect distinct gender constructs. While the text analysis is theoretically rooted in
Freud’s psychosexual development theory, it is crucial to recognize, as Hollands (1968)
suggests, that we all bring a selective reading to literature. Unconsciously projecting our
fantasies onto the text, we reshape it based on our identities and characteristics, a
phenomenon applicable to psychoanalytic literary criticism as well (Hollands, 1968: 12).
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