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Abstract: In this article, the Narrative Mental Spaces Blending model (NMSB-model) has been
applied on a long story for the first time. As a case study, the children’ novel Biz Biz Business
written by Farhad Hasanzadeh has been analyzed using the Densiger's NMSB model. The
innovative aspect of this research is the representation of the novel's multi-layered narrative
spaces in the form of visual diagrams. This method obviously shows how the linguistic
aspects of a narrative text can lead to the production of meaning in the reader’s mind as well
as the understanding of a new emerging story. To carry out this research, we first determined
and specified the spaces in the form of narrator space, character, future and past. These
spaces are created by the way the story is told and the author chooses words and verbs. Then,
we identified the narrative anchors in the text, which are the builders of mental and narrative
spaces in the text. Finally, with the help of NMSB model, we show the continuous
enrichment of narrative spaces with emerging spaces to reach the newly emerging story. The
general results of the research show how this method can help the reader to solve the mystery
of the story by conveying little information in the text. They also show that every narrative
text is dynamic and intertwined. The results of the study of Hasanzadeh's novel show that
the change of perspective from one character to another has created a complexity and
dynamism in the story. The findings also show that, in order to create mental and narrative
spaces of the story, the author uses the potentials of language tools more often compared to
other elements of the narrative.
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Introduction

In this article, for the first time, the Narrative Mental Spaces Blending model (NMSB model) has been
investigated in a long story. As a case study, Biz Biz Business, a novel written by Farhad Hasanzadeh
has been analyzed using Dansygier's NMSB model. The innovative aspect of this research is the
representation of the novel's multi-layered narrative spaces in the form of visual diagrams. This method
shows how the linguistic aspects of a narrative text can lead to the production of meaning in the reader’s
mind and the understanding of a new emerging story. To do this research, different spaces have been
determined in the form of narrator space, character, future, and past. These spaces are created through
how the story is told and how the author chooses words and verbs. Then we identify the narrative anchors
in the text. These are the builders of mental and narrative spaces in the text. Finally, with the NMSB
model, we show the continuous enrichment of narrative spaces with emerging spaces to reach the
emerging story. The general results of the research show how this method can help the reader to solve
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the mystery of the story by conveying the little information in the text, and also every narrative text is

more dynamic and intertwined than what it seems at first.

Methodology, Literature Review and Purpose

In this research, to show the multi-layered spaces of Farhad Hassanzadeh's children's novel and how to
produce the meaning of the narrative text in the mind of the audience, visual diagrams of the Narrative
Mental Spaces Blending have been used. For this purpose, we first defined the basic space, the inner
spaces of the narrator, character, future, and past, and then the narrative anchors in the text. Later, by
using graphical components, we could show how a reader attempts to solve the unanswered question of
the story in his/her mind by receiving the little information in the text. Then we followed the cognitive
operation that the reader's mind performs to reach the meaning of the emerging story through the mind
of the narrator, the performance, and the mind of the characters, and we reached the main meaning of
the story. In the end, by drawing on the idea of narrative mental spaces, we observed the management
of the point of view in the story and concluded that Hasanzadeh's novel is more dynamic and intertwined
than it seems at first glance. The review of the background of the studies shows that VVan Vogt (2013)
investigated and analyzed twenty verses from the Hebrew Bible using the visual model of Dansygier.
Azadeh Najafi (2015) in her doctoral thesis entitled Poetology Cognitive Narratology of elementary
school narrative texts based on mental spaces, narrative and conceptual fusion has used cognitive
narratology and Dansygier's methodology to analyze short stories. However, in the current research,
Farhad Hassanzadeh's children's novel is analyzed from a cognitive point of view, and to show the
meaning-making process in the macro-narrative of the work, for the first time, NMSB's cognitive model

and Dansygier's methodology are used.

Discussion

The novel Biz... Biz... Business by Farhad Hassanzadeh is about several children (4-12 years old),
nicknamed the group (5+1), who are neighbors in the Almas building. The narrator lives on one of the
floors of this building and the story begins when he hears the voice of the chicken seller from the alley.
The narrator begins the story by telling us that the children, hearing the voice of the chicken seller, think
of buying chickens, raising them, and eventually selling chickens. However, after buying the chickens,
they face a lack of facilities. They keep the chickens in the basement away from the eyes of adults. Of
course, in the end, their business fails and the elders find out about it.

To show the mental and narrative spaces of the work, we first drew visual diagrams of the
Narrative Mental Spaces Blending based on the text of the story. According to these diagrams, the first
mental space is the language of Parsa's character, who talks to the audience outside the space of the
story. Parsa, who is one of the characters in the story, introduces himself and his friends. Despite what
it seems, the narrative space opens from the beginning of the book, because Parsa's character is a part

of the narrator's narrative, and it is impossible to split the character from the story and the world to which
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he belongs. The second mental space is the continuation of the narrative and atmosphere of "summer is
coming...". This mental space begins simultaneously with the narration of the main narrator. The time
cut of the future makes the time frame of the story dynamic. In the third mental space, the narrator
embeds a memory in the inner space of the narrator, which takes the space of the narration to the past.
In this reminiscence, the dialogues and atmosphere of the characters are presented in the present time.
In this story, the narrator has managed the perspective and dynamics of the story by moving the basic
spaces, perspective, and emphasis, and finally, in the general space or foreground, schemata (pre-
existing templates) such as business, union, friendship, etc., have been activated to produce emergent

meaning through the connection of these schemas with the mental and narrative spaces of the story.

Conclusion

In this article, for the first time, the application of the Narrative Mental Spaces Blending model on a
long story has been investigated. The representation of the NMSB model in the novel Biz... Biz...
Business showed that this children's novel has a dynamic temporal structure. In this narrative, the author
is not satisfied only with the narration and sequence of events, and, like the story of adults, he has
followed a relatively complicated time process by creating time breaks in the story. In the narrative
anchors section, we saw that the only purposeful time anchor in this story is the summer season, which
pulls the story into the desired frame. In terms of location, the author does not have a dynamic trajectory,
and the whole story is narrated around a self-made place. In terms of meaning, however, we see the
mention of events such as business, stock market, etc. Understanding these terms and events for
children's audiences is full of excitement and a good sense of growing up. Since the independence and
ability to solve problems without the need of adults is strongly felt in seven to twelve-year-old children,
based on the network diagram of the fusion of the mental and narrative spaces of the story, parts of the
story to achieve these goals and from the child's point of view has been followed. Of course, in the end,
the author returned to the power of the words of the elders and the affairs of the building have reached

peace with the intelligent presence of the elders.

Keywords: Barbara Densiger, children's novel, cognitive narratology, Narrative Mental Spaces

Blending.

References

Al-Hajaj. J. F. (2014). Possible/ narrative worlds and mental spaces in Joyce's Araby: A
cognitive stylistic study. Journal of the College of Arts, 69.

Barkat, B., Roshan, B., Mohammad Ebrahimi, Z. & Ardabili, L. (2011). Cognitive
narratology: The application of conceptual fusion theory to Iranian folk tales.
Literary Studies, 6(21), 9-31. [in Persian]



4 Vol 15, Issue 2, Autumn-Winter 2025, Ser 30

Coulson, S. & Oakley, T. (2000). Special issue on conceptual blending. Cognitive
Linguistics, 4(3), 175-360.

Dancygier, B. (2005). Blending and narrative viewpoint: Jonathan Rabin’s Travels Through
Mental spaces. Language and literature, 14(2), 99-127.

Dancygier, B. (2008). The text and the story: Levels of blending in fictional narratives. In T.
Oakley and A. Hougaard (Eds.), Mental spaces in discourse and interaction (pp. 51-
78). Amsterdam: Benjamins

Dancygier, B. (2012). The language of stories: A cognitive approach. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Evans, V. & Green. M. (2006). Cognitive linguistics: An introduction. Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press.

Fauconnier, G. & Turner, M. (1994). Conceptual projection and middle spaces. Technical
Report, 9401. Retrieved November 28, 2016.

Fauconnier, G. (1997). Mappings in thought and language. Cambridge University Press.

Fauconnier, G. & Turner, M. (2002). The way we think: Conceptual blending and the mind’s
hidden complexities. New York: Basic Books.

Fauconnier, G. & Turner, M. (2007). The origin of language as a product of the evolution of
modern cognition. In Laks, B. (ed.), Origin and evolution of languages: Approaches,
models, paradigms (pp. 133-156). London: Equinox.

Fauconnier, G. & Turner, M. (2008). Rethinking metaphor. In R. Gibbs (ed.), Cambridge
handbook of metaphor and thought (pp. 53-66). New York: Cambridge University
Press.

Gotshall, J. (2018). Storytelling animal. (A. Mokhbar, Trans.). Markaz. [in Persian]

Hassanzadeh, F. (2019). Biz...biz...business. Tehran: Ofog publishing house. [in Persian]

Herman, D. (2007). Nonfactivity, tellability, and narrativity. Presentation for a workshop on
“Events, Eventfulness, and Tellability” sponsored by the University of Hamburg’s
Interdisciplinary Centre for Narratology and the University of Ghent; Ghent,
Belgium, February.

Herman, D. (2010). Narrative Theory after the second cognitive revolution. In L. Zunshine
(Ed.), Introduction to cognitive cultural studies (pp. 155-75). Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins UP.

Herman, D. (2012). Narrative theory: Core concepts and critical debates. Columbus: Ohio
State UP.

Turner, M. (1998). The Literary Mind: The Origins of Thought and Language. United
Kingdom: Oxford University Press.

Khademi, N. (2012). Simpson's narrative point of view model at a glance. Scientific-

Research Quarterly of Literary Criticism, 5(17), 7-36. [in Persian]



Journal of Children's Literature Studies

Najafi, A. (2015). Cognitive poetics of elementary school narrative texts based on narrative
mental spaces and conceptual fusion. PhD thesis, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad.

Nikolajeva, M. (2014). Reading for Learning Cognitive approaches to childrens literature.
University of Cambridge.

O’Neill K. & Shultis, R. M. (2007). The emergence of the ability to track a character’s
mental perspective in narrative. Developmental Psychology, 43(4), 1032-1037.

Semino, E. (2006). Blending and characters’ mental functioning in Virginia Woolf” Lappin
and Lapinova. Language and Literature, 15(1), 55-72.

Quindos, M. T. C. (2007). Standing unearthed: Construing a persona behind Plath’s “I’'m
Vertical”, Janus Head, 10, 157-174.

Resta. D. (2009). Cognitive science and literature: A cognitive analysis of the metaphoric
processes in short stories. Cognitive Philology, 2, 1-10.

Richardson, A. (2006). Of heartache and head injury: Reading minds in Persuasion. Poetics
Today, 23, 141-160.

Porto M. D. & Romano, M. (2010). Conceptual integration in natural oral narratives.
Narratology, 12, 15-31.

Tucan, G. (2013). Cognitive poetics: Blending narrative mental spaces. self-construal and
identity in short literary fiction. Enthymeme, 3, 38-55.

Van Vugt. V. M. (2013). Narrative mental spaces and conceptual blending. (unpublished
doctoral dissertation). Tilburg University.



