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Introduction 

Adolescence is a critical period in finding identity and achieving independence of thought. Young adult 

literature should correspond to the spiritual, physical, mental and emotional conditions of children and 

teenagers, and bring its audience to growth and maturity. It should be a mirror to reflect their concerns. 

Teaching life issues and leading children and young adults toward thinking requires a safe and appropriate 

platform. It seems that fiction is one of the best and most profitable platforms in this field. Fiction makes 

children and young adults understand more about life and the surrounding environment and brings them 

into a free space away from any restrictions, which stimulates their thinking.  

Jamshid Khanian is one of the prominent writers of children's and adolescents’ literature in Iran, who has 

been able to convey educational concepts to the audience beautifully by using special techniques in his 

stories. 

 

Methodology, Literature Review and Purpose 

In this article, the potentials of the story of The Beautiful Heart of Babur from Khanian in the education of 

children and young adults have been examined. This research was carried out with a descriptive-analytical 

approach and the author's goal after presenting the theoretical foundations was to investigate the author's 

methods for presenting the educational and training concepts as well as the concepts themselves. 

 

Discussion 

Education in this story has been done with a special narrative technique, i.e. giving a space for collaboration 

to the audience. The story of The Beautiful Heart is narrated in a special way. There are a number of 

narrators in the story: the little girl, Mr. Khoury, Mr. Khoury's father and Babur's sister. In fact, we 

encounter two stories: the story of the narrator's daughter, who is with her parents and Mr. Khouri in the 
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present, and the story of Babur, which is related to the past and is told by Mr. Khouri. In the end, these two 

stories are beautifully intertwined. 

Also, by using sub-narratives taken from folktales, the narrative progresses and it becomes easier for the 

audience to understand. Therefore, the plot of this story is very coherent and strong. In this article, the 

researcher has examined the author's techniques for inducing educational concepts to the audience. 

 

Conclusion 

The findings shows that Khanian provides a safe and friendly platform for education and induction by using 

various elements such as talking with the audience, respecting and raising his self-confidence and 

expressing his opinion without certainty. Reducing the power of the narrator gives the audience a greater 

share in the interpretation of the narrative. Then, the narrator uses narrative techniques such as asking the 

audience's opinion, intelligence testing, using common cultural contexts, explaining and removing 

ambiguity, emphasizing and repeating, inducing opinions with respect, educating through symmetrical 

symbols or concepts, suspending and aligning the audience in understanding specific concepts. The author 

is thus successful in making the audience accompany him in the production and continuation of the narrative 

and inspiring them to think differently. Among the concepts that are implicitly instilled in this story to 

children and young adults are the importance of knowing, the sweetness of curiosity, the teaching of ways 

to find answers to questions, and the usefulness of getting advice from elders. It seems that the most 

interesting lesson in this story is teaching the audience the techniques of story writing. In addition to 

listening to the narrative, the audience also gets detailed information about how to write a story. Also, the 

fact that the story has several narrators (the little girl, Mr. Khoury, Mr. Khoury's father, Babur's sister) 

shows the author’s attempt to break the power of the narrator and to pay attention to the audience. In 

addition, giving the audience freedom to end the story is one of the significant points. Therefore, Khanian 

has succeeded in creating a fictional work that, while having aesthetic and technical aspects, establishes a 

two-way relationship between the narrator and the audience and invites the readers to collaborate in the 

story and in this way, present valuable educational concepts to them.  

 

Keywords: Inducing educational concepts, The Beautiful Heart of Babur, audience collaboration 

 

References: 

About, H. P. (2018). Narrative literacy (R. Pourazar & N. Mehdi Zade Ashrafi, Trans.). Atraf. [in Persian] 

Aqapour, F. (2018). The way ideology is induced and its effect on the confrontation/education in two young 

adult novels. Journal of Children’s Literature Studies, 23, 1-22. [in Persian] 

Arameshfar, S. H. (2021). A look at the concept of subjectivity and intersubjectivity in the novel Edson 

Arantes Dona Simento and his Himalayan rabbit by Jamshid Khanian. Journal of Children’s 

Literature Studies, 23, 1-22. [in Persian] 

Baqeri, N. (2014). Intertextuality in the metafiction The beautiful heart of Babur by Jamshid Khanian. 

Journal of Children’s Literature Studies, 2, 1-24. [in Persian] 

Booth, W. (1961). The rhetoric of fiction. University of Chicago Press. 

Chatman, S. (1978). Story and discourse. Cornell University Press. 

Fisher, R. (2010). Education and thinking (F. Keyhanzade, Trans.). Rasesh. [in Persian] 

Fisher, R. (2018). Educating thinking to children (M. Safaee Moqaddam & A. Najarian, Trans.). Rasesh. 

[in Persian] 

Fisher, R. (2013). Stories for thinking (Shhrokhi Langroodi, Trans.). Pazhoheshgah Oloom e Ensani va 

Motaleaat e Farhangi. [in Persian] 

Gadamer, H. (2018). Language as the mediator of hermeneutic experience. In Modern hermeneutic (B. 

Ahmadi, Trans.). Markaz. [in Persian] 

Glazer, J. & Giorgis, C. (2005). Literature for young children (5th ed.). Pearson Merrill. 

Goobar, M. (2014). On abstaining from defining children’s literature (Soleimani, S., Trans.). Research 

Journal of Children’s and Adolescents’ Literature, 62, 59-68. [in Persian] 



 Journal of Children's Literature Studies                                                                                                               3  

Heirani, S., Firouzi Moqaddam, M. & Alavi Moqadam, M. (2020). A study of the critical thinking in 

children’s and adolescents’ literature. Journal of Sociology of Politics in Iran, 12, 3390-3414. [in 

Persian] 

Hosseini, Z. (2005).The principles of intellectual stories and the concepts in them. Special Issue of Child’s 

Philosophy. Bonyad e Hekmat e Eslami e Sadra. [in Persian] 

Khosrownejad, M. (2003). Innocence and experience: An introduction to the philosophy of children’s 

literature. Markaz. [in Persian] 

Khosrownejad, M. (2007). A reflection on the interaction of children’s literature and philosophy in the 

philosophy for children program. Innovations in Education, 20, 109-124. [in Persian] 

Moradi, A. (2021). The absent epistemological element in the young adult novel The conversation between 

the great wizard and the queen of the island of colors by Jamshid Khanian. Literary Criticism, 55, 

69-100. [in Persian] 

Nodelman, P. (2008). The hidden adult: Defining children's literature. The Johns Hopkins University Press. 

Shiri, Q. (2011). The significance and the types of ambiguities in studies. Literary Arts, 3(5), 15-36. [in 

Persian] 

Townsend, J. R. (1971). A sense of a story: Essays on contemporary writers for children. Lippincott. 

Yaqoubi Janbe Saraei, P. & Ahmadpanah, F. (2021). The communicative structure of various dialogues in 

Tazkirat al-Awlia: The description and interpretation of the performance of conversational events. 

Persian Literature, 10(1), 121-146. [in Persian] 

Zaips, J. (2008). Why children’s literature does not exist? In M. Khosrownejad (Trans.). Innocence and 

Experience, 261-288, The Institute for the Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults. 

[in Persian] 
 

 

 

 


